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Introduction|

o Title Of The Message: “Come Up Here Pt. 27
o Text

Revelation 4:1-2 (NKJV)

1 After these things | looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And
the first voice which | heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying,
“Come up here, and | will show you things which must take place after this.”
2 Immediately | was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One
sat on the throne.

o After These Things

» Greek = Meta Tauta
o After What things?
o After the church age!
o A View Rapture?!...
* A Door Open in heaven
= Voice Like a Trumpet
= Come UP Here

= Me and MANY Others believe this is a reference to the
Rapture!

= And it takes place After the Church Age

e And Before the Tribulation on the earth



o So a “Pre-Tribulation Harpazo = Rapture”
1 Thessalonians 4:17 (NKJV)

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the
Lord.

e Caught-UP
o Caught Up = Greek: Harpazo
o Show Pic
o Means —

= To be "Snatched Away"

» To be grabbed by the collar and taken up with
force

e Review

o Revelation — Timeline

= Show Timelines x 2
= All this around Daniel Prophecy
» The Last 7 Year Period — 70" Week

o Different Views in reqards to this time

» 1. The Pre-Tribulation rapture position — (And RIGHT one...
©)

e Believes - Believers are caught up before this final
seven-year period.

» 2. The Mid-Tribulation rapture position



e Believes - Believers are caught up in the middle of this
final seven-year period.

» 3. The Pre-Wrath rapture position

e Believes - Believers are caught up at some time in the
second half of this final seven-year period.

» 4. The Post-Tribulation rapture position

e Believes - Believers are caught up at the end of this final
seven-year period.

8 Biblical Reason for a Pre-Tribulation (Harpazo) / Rapture is RIGHT

Reason # 1 The Flow of The Book of Revelation|

e 1. Divine Outline

o 1. Revelation - Only book with a Divine Outline

» Understanding this is a key to understanding the book of
Revelation

Revelation 1:19 (NKJV)
19 Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the
things which will take place after this.

e 2. The Church

o 1. The Word Church

= The Word Church

e Is used 19 times in the first 3 Chapters of the book of
Revelation

e From Chapter 6-19



o Not used again until Chapter 19 Jesus Comes
back!

= Why?! Because we are with Jesus in Heaven

o 2. The Church is in Heaven — Rapture seen in Revelation 4:1-2

= 3. Revelation 4:4 — NOW WHO are the ELDERS in
Chapters 4 & 5

Revelation 4:4 (NKJV)

4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones | saw twenty-
four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their
heads.

e Now Who these Elders
o THE COMPLETED CHURCH
o 1. The Word Elder
» The Greek word translated here as “Elders”
e Is NEVER used to refer to angels
o Only to men,
o Particularly to men of a certain
age who are mature and able to

rule the Church.

e So - The word elder would be
inappropriate to refer to angels

o Who do not age.

= Also NOTE

e We have OT visions of Heaven in
Ezekiel & Isaiah



e We see those vision everything we see
here, angles, 4 living creatures, etc...

e Now in Revelation we see the 24 Elders

= 24 Indicates a Representative Group - A

Completed Body
e 1 Chron. 24 & 25

o Priests singers in 24 “courses” or
“divisions”

o Meaning Completion

= We too are called - A Royal Priesthood (1

Perter 2:9)

o 2. WE sit on Thrones (Revelation 3:21)

o 3. WE are Clothed in White Raiment (Revelation

3:5)

o 4. WE have Crowns of Gold on their heads
(Revelation 2:10)

The golden crowns worn by the elders also
indicate these are men, NOT angels.

Crowns are never promised to angels, nor are
angels ever seen wearing them.

The word translated “crown”
e Greek: oté@avoc stéphanos
e Refers to the victor's crown, worn by

those who have successfully competed
and won the victory, as Christ promised



¢ (Revelation 2:10; 2 Timothy 4:8; James
1:12).

o 5. WE SING The NEW SONG (Revelation 5:9-10)

Reason # 2 "Comfort” One Another With These Words

e 1. Comfort One and Another (1 Thessalonians 4)

1 Thessalonians 4:13—18 (NKJV)
13 But | do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have
fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with
Him those who sleep in Jesus.

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and
remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are
asleep.

16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first.

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the
Lord.

18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

o 1. Review - 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

= Paul is talking about the Rapture when we are Caught Up to
meet the Lord in the Air

» He ends that thought with this Exhortation
» Therefore comfort one another with these words.
= This Teaching is to Comfort Us - not freak us out!

o 2. PLEASE NOTE - Now if Rapture is at the End or Middle

» That is NOT Very Comforting!

e Seriously HOW in the world we be comforted by this?!!!



» Then Jesus would have told us to
e Flee and hide - try to avoid Anti-Christ - Martyred
e Bear up/ get Ready / SURVIVAL
e No Comfort in that Message

e 2. Do NOT be SHAKEN (2 Thessalonians 2)

o His Reference to the Rapture of the Church v. 1

2 Thessalonians 2:1 (NKJV)
1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our
gathering together to Him, we ask you,
= 1. CONCERNING the Coming of the LORD!
e The DAY of The Lord —

e His second coming — Wrath

= 2. 0Our Gathering TOGETHER to HIM

o A Clear Reference to the RAPTURE (1 Thessalonians
4:15-18)

e Notice
o The wording here implies
= A Difference between
e The COMING and our GATHERING

e This strongly suggests that there are
essentially 2 comings of Jesus.



e Hiebert; The grammar of the ancient
Greek in 2 Thessalonians 2:1 shows
this: “The government of the two nouns
under one article makes it clear that one
event, viewed under two complimentary
aspects, is thought of.”

e MacDonald; “We understand Paul to be
saying, “l appeal to you on the basis of
the Rapture that you should not fear
that you are in the Day of the Lord. The
Rapture must take place first. You will
be taken home to heaven at that time
and will thus escape the horrors of the
Day of the Lord.”

e So we see 2 Events here...
o 1. For His Saints

= When He comes the first time, we are
Gathered to Him

o 2. With His Saints
» When He comes the second time
» He returns to the earth and wages war
against the Antichrist & his armies at the

Battle of Armageddon

o His Reason For Encouraginq Them v. 2

2 Thessalonians 2:2 (NKJV)
2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by
letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come.
= 1. Reason for being shaken

e Persecution



o They thought they were in the Day of the Lord...
» The Tribulation, and missed the Rapture
e False teaching got into the church:

o False Teaching always causes confusion and gray
areas / from satan

= 2. DON’T Be Shaken
e Paul is clearly giving them comfort —
o BY giving them the correct doctrine

o God will take His Church in the Rapture then Pour
Out His Judgment on this world

o The Requirement That A Unique Event Comes Firstv. 3

2 Thessalonians 2:3 (NKJV)
3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the
falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition,
= 1. Deceived

e Don’t be Deceived — First the Rapture then the Day of
the Lord

= 2. THE Falling Away v. 3b
e 1. That DAY Will NOT Come
o The Day of The Lord
= Judgment
e The tribulation

e Can not come unless the “Falling Away”
RAPTURE



e 2. Falling Away

o Greek: Apostacia (English - Apostasy)

o Means: Departure — THAT IS IT

o 2 Schools of Thought on “Falling Away”

= 1. Spiritually

= 2. Physical

o 1. Spiritually - Apostasy” or “Rebellion” or “Revolt”

» A Departure an Apostasy — a falling away

A Departure from the Faith & from the
Truth

People falling into error —

People no longer following the truth /
obeying the truth — instead- turning their
back on the truth

WE SEE THIS!

o 2. A Physical Falling or “Departure”

» That it! - Depart

e A Reference to the “RAPTURE”

e A PHYSICAL not SPIRITUAL Departure

» This view is held by

e Greek scholar Kenneth Wuest
e John R. Rice
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Please NOTE
e Kenneth Wuest and E Schuler

o Are two of the most Respected
Greek and Hebrew Scholars!

e Wuest argues very passionately &
persuasively that this is speaking of the
Rapture of the Church

o Wuest; “The Day of the Lord
cannot begin — unless the Falling
away — the rapture of the Church
happens first”

Early Bible Translations Favor the
Physical Departure View

e The earliest Bible translators all
recognized the NOUN “Apostasy”

o As communicating Physical
Departure.

e Jerome



o When Jerome translated Second
Thessalonians 2:3a he used the
Latin word discessio, which
means departure.

o All the earliest English translations

o Similarly translated the Greek
noun apostasia in Second
Thessalonians 2:3a as “departure’
or “departing.”

o The following early English Bible
translations

The Wycliffe Bible (1384)
The Tyndale Bible (1526)
The Coverdale Bible (1535)
The Cranmer Bible (1539)
The Breeches Bible (1576)
The Beza Bible (1583)

The Geneva Bible (1608)

O O O O O O O

Source: Woods, Andy. The Falling
Away: Spiritual Departure or
Physical Rapture?: A Second
Look at 2 Thessalonians 2:3 (pp.
36-37). (Function). Kindle Edition.

O

= How did it become a Spiritual departure -
understanding change

e Thomas Ice offers the following
explanation:

e Most scholars say that no one knows
the reason for the translation shift.
However, a plausible theory has been
put forth by Martin Butalla in his Master
of Theology thesis produced at Dallas
Theology Seminary in 1998. It appears



that the Catholic translation into English
from Jerome’s Latin Vulgate known as
the Rheims Bible (1576) was the first to
break the translation trend. “Apostasia
was revised from ‘the departure’ to ‘the
Protestant Revolt,” explains Butalla.
‘Revolution is the terminology still in use
today when Catholicism teaches the
history of the Protestant Reformation.
Under this guise, apostasia would refer
to a departure of Protestants from the
Catholic Church.” The Catholic
translators appear eager to engage in
polemics against the Reformation by
even allowing it to impact Bible
translation. Thus, the shift from a
physical to a spiritual understanding of
apostasia in Second Thessalonians
2:3a in the Roman Catholic Rheims
Bible English translation appears to
have been theologically rather than
exegetically motivated.

e \Woods, Andy. The Falling Away:
Spiritual Departure or Physical
Rapture?: A Second Look at 2
Thessalonians 2:3 (p. 37). (Function).
Kindle Edition.

= The Immediate Context FAVORS
PHYSICAL

e Simply PUT this is what the whole
chapter is ALL About

o Paul is LAYING out a Schedule of
the end times events

o The Revelation Of His True Nature vv. 3c & 4, 9 & 10

2 Thessalonians 2:3 (NKJV)



3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the
falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of

perdition,

= Better known as the Antichrist!

e As only John writes Anit-christ in his epistles, (1 John
2:18; 22; 4:3;/ 2 John 7)

e The Antichrist!

o Anti= against but can also mean the same as —
Seems like a Savior

o Counterfeit Messiah — Satan is a good
Counterfeiter

e Also known as...
o The Beastin (Rev. 13:1-4)
o The Little Horn in (Dan 7:8; 8:9)
o The Abomination of Desolation in (Matt. 24:15)
o The Lawless One
o The Son of Perdition

o The Removal of the Restrainer vv. 6-7

2 Thessalonians 2:6—-7 (NKJV)
6 And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own
time.
7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains
will do so until He is taken out of the way.

» 1. The Restraining

¢ Influence in the World that is keeping this Lawless one
from being revealed



= 2. What/ Who is the Restrainer?
e It's the Holy Spirit
e Will the HS be taken out of the world? NO

o Well we see that the HS is still working in the world
during the Tribulation period

o HS is Omni Present — Never leave — always here

e His PRESENCE will NOT be taken away — but his
RESIDENCE will be

o He indwells believers / THE CHURCH
= The What is the Church the He is the HS

o Age of Grace / when we are removed that age
comes to an end

o Examples:
= Church of Philadelphia:

e His true church in the last days that was
faithful to the Word, He said, you have a
little strength.

e We are not a great power in the world
today, even in the United States.

e There is a little strength, but just enough
to hold back the tide of evil, because as
long as there are ten righteous people,
God will spare.

= Sodom (Genesis 18 & 19)



e The city was not destroyed until Lot and
his family left...

IReason # 3 We Are Not Appointed Unto Wrath|

e 1. Day of the Lord / Great TRIBULATION

o 1.In 1 Thessalonians 5 Rapture / The Day of the Lord

1 Thessalonians 5:9-11 (NKJV)
9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ,
10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with
Him.
11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are
doing.

= Not Appointed to Wrath
e \Wrath - Remember look at the context this is being used
= Why?

e The wrath we deserve was paid for at Calvary!

Reason # 4 The Faithful Escape|

e 1. The Critics of the Pre-Trib

o 1. Tell us that we have an Escapism Mentality!!!

» That you just cant handle the fact that we must suffer — but
that He will keep us through the Suffering

John 17:15 (NKJV)
15 | do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should
keep them from the evil one.

» This is Verse applies to normal trials —



e But not to the period of time know as the Tribulation
» We see this as everyday trials

o 2. Then Jesus had an Escapism Mentality

= LISTEN to JESUS’ WORDS

Luke 21:34-36 (NKJV)

34 “But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with
carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you
unexpectedly.

35 For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole
earth.

36 Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to
escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of
Man.”

e Jesus says watch and pray that you will be counted
worthy to escape and stand before the Son of Man

o Now if this wasn't an option Jesus would have said

= Watch and buy weapons, gold, store food, get
ready go through it!

e But He doesn't - He says - pray counted
worthy to escape!

e One more

Revelation 3:10 (NKJV)
10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, | also will keep you
from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test
those who dwell on the earth.

o The word "From"

= Greek: Ek "Out Of"



e Natural sense is removal

o The definite article appears before "hour" and
"temptation” -

» Special period, not just trials in general
o This time will "come upon all the world" -

= This phrase can only be used of the coming
tribulation of Revelation 6-19

o The purpose is "to try them that dwell on the earth"
= Used 10 times, only of unbelievers.

e (Revelation 7:9-17; 11:7; 13:7, 15; 17:8;
20:4)

Reason # 5 Tribulation is Known as the Time of Jacobs Trouble

e 1.1It's All about Israel

o 1. God Made an Everlasting Covenant with Israel (Gen. 17:9)

» The Reason | Believe that so many miss understand the Book
of Revelation

¢ |s because they miss understand Israel

e Replacement theology is the reason why there are so
many interpretations of the Book of Revelation

» God is NOT through with Israel (Romans 9-11)

Romans 11:1-2 (NKJV)
1 | say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For | also am an
Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.
2 God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know
what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel,
saying,



Romans 11:25 (NKJV)
25 For | do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest
you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to
Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.

o 2. Daniel’s Prophecy

= 70 Weeks are determined for your People (Israel)
e 70 -7 Year periods
e 69 Week the Messiah Came (Israel Rejected)

e The Time of the Gentiles came in — The time we are now
living in

e The last Week is still to come

e Will come after the Rapture

o 3. The Tribulation Period Is About Getting Israel’s Attention

= Purpose of that time is to get ISRAEL'S Attention
= 1. Matthew 24 Makes this clear
e Talking to Disciples about the Rapture & the Tribulation
e How Tribulation
o Is going to be Difficult especially second 3.5 years
o Note - Division
o First: 3.5 years - Anti- Christ is at peace with Israel

o Second: 3.5 years beginning with the Abomination
desolation / Persecutes them



e Now In Matthew 24

Matthew 24:15-20 (NKJV)

15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,” spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him
understand),

16 “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.

17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his
house.

18 And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes.

19 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in
those days!

20 And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath.

e Note this is very Jewish -

o Pray not Sabbath? Why? Can't go far? doesn't
apply to us! / Much of Israel closes down

o So Trib is a time when God works in and through
Israel

= 2. Called time of Jacob's trouble - not the churches
trouble

Jeremiah 30:7 (NKJV)
7 Alas! For that day is great, So that none is like it; And it is the time of
Jacob’s trouble, But he shall be saved out of it.

Reason # 6 Were to be Looking for the Coming of Jesus Christ — Surprise

e 1. The Scripture talks about the suddenness of the Second Coming

Matthew 24:36 (NKJV)
36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but
My Father only.

Matthew 24:44 (NKJV)
44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do
not expect.



Titus 2:11-13 (NKJV)
11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,
12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age,
13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and
Savior Jesus Christ,

o 1. So Who are Looking For?

= We are Looking For with Pre-Tribulation view = Jesus

e So here in Titus we are instructed on how we are to be
looking for the coming of Jesus Christ

= But those who embrace the Mid & Post Tribulation view
e Are NOT looking for Jesus appearing
e BUT Anti-Christ

e Nowhere in scripture are we - told to be looking for Anti-
Christ

e Why? We are NOT going to be here

Reason #7 The Types in the O.T.

e 1. Luke 17 - Like the Days of Noah

o 1. Days of Noah picture of what will take place in last days

= A world that has forsaken God

= Given over to Sexual Immorality / Violence - Selfishness -
Perversity - just like our World

o 2. God Judged By Sending a Flood

= Warned and finally Judged

o 3. The Lord protects Noah & his family in the ark -




(Now they are a type of the nation of Israel)

= Who God is going to protect during the time of the tribulation.

o 4. Where is the church in this picture?

= Genesis Chapter 5 the church is seen in the person of Enoch

= A contemporary of Noah

Enoch walked with God & was not - took Him! Rapture!

Enoch is a type of the church taken out before judgment.
begins!

e 2. Found in Genesis 18 - 19 Story of Lot!

o 1. Luke 17 Jesus said it would be like the times of Lot rampant

Again - Evil was All Over (Homosexuality)

In the Story God sends angels to destroy the cities of Sodom
& Gomorrah for their wickedness!

There wasn't 10 people in that city who worshipped God!

Abraham said spare it for 10 righteous / God said yes / Could
not even find 10

Destroyed Sodom & Gomorrah
But saved Lot

2 Peter 2:7 (NKJV)

7 and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the

wicked

The Lord delivered Righteous Lot from the destruction



» Lot & His daughters are a picture of the church that is not
preserved through the judgment

= But are taken out - removed before the judgment can begin!

e 3. The book of Daniel 3

o Daniel 3
= King Neb. makes a statue

e Demands to be worshipped much like the anti Christ will
during the Tribulation

» Hananiah - Mishael — Azariah
e Refuse & are thrown into the fiery furnace

e Neb. Didn't we throw 3 meninto .......... like the Son of
God!

e A beautiful picture of What the Lord is going to do for
Israel during the Trib. time

= Question where is Daniel?

e He is absent from this story most likely taken away on
Business / Dan. is a type of the Church.

Reason # 8 The Jewish Wedding Ceremony|

John 14:1-6 (NKJV)
1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.
2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, | would have told
you. | go to prepare a place for you.
3 And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive you to
Myself; that where | am, there you may be also.
4 And where | go you know, and the way you know.”
5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how
can we know the way?”



6 Jesus said to him, “| am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the

Father except through Me.

e 1. Beautiful picture In Jewish culture

o Marriages were most often Arranged marriage (EXPLAIN)

Kids came of age where they could actually be married - one
thing that needed to take place first was home prepared

So the boy - bridegroom would begin to build a dwelling place
for he and his bride

The wedding could not take place until it was finished!
Now Who determined when it was finished? THE Father
This is so great in comparison to our situation

14

Jesus says - going to heaven prepare a place for you - my
bride - (betrothed to the Lord)

He said - | will come again and receive you to myself but also
says - no man knows the day or the hour of that coming
except - Father!

Times and Seasons

But Jesus said - we should know the times and seasons -
understand when things are getting closer!

Now the bridegroom would be working on the house and the
bride would get reports from friends - relatives (Times /
Seasons)

Walls are up / roof is on / windows in / front door is up / it could
be any day now! - finished



= Qver the years it became the custom of the bridegroom to
surprise his bride in the middle of the night - early morning

» He and his groomsmen come into town to her house making a
lot of noise! Awaken Bride and her bridesmaids -needed to be
ready

o Check this out!

» Bridegroom and bride would then go to this house he prepared
- stay 7 days!

» |ncredible picture of what the bible teaches of Christ and His
church

» Betrothed to Him
= Gone to prepare a place
= No one know day or hour except Father

» Bride gets reports - we know times and seasons

Bridegroom comes - 7-year feast - presented at 2nd coming

Lives Affected in 3 Ways

e 1. It produces a Cleanliness / Holiness

1 John 3:3 (NKJV)
3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

o If you expect Jesus come soon - live in a way to please Him
o Realize need to be ready when He comes - 2 Peter 3:11
2 Peter 3:11-12 (NKJV)

11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons
ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,



12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which
the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with
fervent heat?

o Knowing Jesus can come any moment - Holy Fear

o Not just a holy fear - but ALSO a healthy expectation

e 2. Produces Comfort in Sorrow

o Christians - death - loved ones die

o When loved ones die - great grief - loss, big hole is left in our
emotions

o But if we know the Lord and believe in promises - great comfort
because Jesus said - John 14 -"Let not your hearts be troubled ...
mansions - place for you"

o So - comfort in sorrow

e 3. Conviction in Service

o Knowing that we He is coming soon / helps us stay focused on His
work!!!

= Be about sharing the gospel
John 9:4 (NKJV)
4 | must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming

when no one can work.

= Jesus said - "night is soon coming when no man can work -
let's do it while still today"

e Maranatha

e Meaning, "Our Lord comes," or is "coming”



